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Clumber  23  July  7,  1942, 

SPECIAL  FOR  THE  EAST  ** 

You  people  out  V/est  there  -  yes,  you  behind  tho  Rockies  -  and  all  the 
other  good  broadcasters  on  the  Great  Lakes  and  down  the  Mississippi  valley 
and  out  through  the  busy  southv/est.t .  tyou  may  not  get  very  excited  at  this. 
You  can  still  drive  up  to  the  side  of  a  gas  pump  and  let  your  autos  drink 
deeply.  And,  brother,  you're  lucky» 

Back  here  in  the  East  Yre   have  little  cards  that  get  holes  punched  in  them 
every  time  we  talce  on  a  few  gallons  t  ./hen  there  aren't  any  more  b.olcs  to 
punch,  wo  walkf  It's  boon  a  pretty  real  caid  serious  thing  to  your  brothcrs-in- 
broadoasting  hero  along  tho  Atlantic  seaboard*  lle'vc  had  to  worry  about  how 
to  got  our  technicians  to  work  -  tho  ones  that  haven't  been  drafted  -  and  hov7 
to  got  equipment  around  for  remotes,  and  what  to  do  about  transmitter  engineers 
who  have  to  drivo  many  miles  every  day*   Some  of  the  rationing  boards  have 
boon  helpful,  and  others  have  acted  like  they  wore  made  out  of  vanadium  steel. 

Since  an  improved  rationing  system  goes  into  effect  this  month  -  the  OPA 
gives  us  books  this  time,  witli  stamps  tho  gas  station  people  have  to  toar  out  - 
the  BVC  thought  it  high  time  to  plead  for  the  gasoline  needs  of  the  broadcast-* 
ing  industry*  Before  this,  as  you've  g^lcssod,  there  was  a  trend  to  look  upon 
broadcasting  as  .something  not  exactly  essential  and  yet  not  exactly  non- 
essential cit'uer* 

V.'hon  the  problem  was  put  up  squarely  to  the  gentlemen  at  tho  OPA,  they 
listened  with  encouraging  sympathy*  After  all,  they Vo  seen  what  radio's  done 
to  explain  and  virgo  public  support  of  rationing,  conservation,  salvage,  and 
other  im.portant  government  measures* 

ACTIOIT  AT  IJiST  *  * 

Tiiis  past  weekend,  from  Joel  Dean,  Chief,  Fuel  Rationing,  Office  of  Price 
Administration,  to  0.  L.  Ted  Taylor,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  BVC,  came 
the  fellov^ing  letter*   It  tells  the  story,  and  xro   tliink  that  all  East  coast 
broadcasters  xrill   be  glad  to  see  the  official  policy  in  black  and  iThite* 

Vfritcs  Mr*  Dean:   "The  transportation  problem,  of  radio  r;tation  technicians 
under  gasoline  rationing  regulations  has  been  brought  to  my  attention* 

"I  would  suggest  that  technicians  \7ho  use  tlieir  cars  to  carry  equipment 
th.at  cannot  reasonably  be  transported  by  busses  and  street  cars  should  apply 
for  preferred  mileage  gasoline  rations  under  the  provisions  of  Section  1394*506, 
Paragraph  L,  which  reads  as  follows: 

'By  engineers,  arcliitects,  teclinicians,  supervisors,  repair  and  maintcixanoo 
men  or  other  v;orkers  (but  not  including  salesmen)  to  enable  them  to  render 


sorvicos  or  to  transport  materials  and  equipment  necessary  for  construction, 
repair,  installation,  or  maintenance  v^ork  (other  than  the  repair  or  main- 
renance  of  portable  household  appliances);  or  for  rendering  indispensable 
services  of  a  specialized  nature  to  agricultural,  extractive  or  industrial 
establishments,' 

"Radio  station  operators  xvho  travel  long  distances  to  reach  stations 
should  apply  for  preferred  mileage  under  Paragraph  K  vfhich  reads  as  f ollovrs : 

•By  a  worker  (including  an  executive,  technician,  or  office  v/orkor,  but 
not  including  salesmen)  or  by  au  CTi^^loycr,  employer's  representative  or 
representative  of  a  labor  organization  in  travel  to,  from,  v.dthin  or  beti/TOcn 
the  cstablistrments  or  facilities  listed  belov:,  for  iiurposcs  necessary  to  the 
oporo.tion  or  functioning  of  such  establishments  or  facilities  or  to  the 
maintenance  of  peaceful  industrial  relations  therein:' 

•(2)  Establishments  or  facilities  of  common  carriers;  or  of  other 
carriers  performing  services  essential  to  the  community  or  to  the  -tvar  effort; 
or  of  plcuats  engaged  in  the  production  or  distribution  cf  heat,  light,  power, 
gas,  steam  or  water;  or  of  irrigation,  drainage,  flood-control,  or  sanitation 
systems;  or  of  tolophone,  telegraph,  radio,  or  other  communications  systeViXS** 

"Of  course  it  vn.ll  be  unnecessary  for  passenger  car  o-vvnors  xrho   drive 
less  than  470  miles  a  month  to  apply  for  more  than  the  B  ration  book.  The 
'C"er  Preferred  Mileage  Book  vrill  be  issued  only  to  those  operators  xTho  need 
to  drive  more  than  470  miles  per  month* 

"I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  expression  of  your  desire  to  cooporate  in 
spreading  underst  ..nding  of  the  purposes  of  gasoline  rationing*" 

Local  rationing  boards  should  be  provided  v/ith  a  copy  of  this  letter 
v^iien  qualified  station  operators  send  bad:  tlioir  applications  for  increased 
gasoline  allotments ♦ 

ILL  VqiTO  TO  BLOl/T  YOU  SOME  SPOHSORS  ** 

Up  to  July  1  of  this  year,  if  a  big  shaggy  bomber  vn.th  black  crosses  on 
its  vj-ings  came  bumbling  over  your  city  and  dropped  three  hoavy  demolition 
bombs  smack  on  top  of  your  studios,  you  could  collect  for  the  damage  done  by 
filing  a  claim  -with  the  United  States  GoverniTiont.  That  is,  if  you  vrcrc  able 
to  pull  enough  of  yourself  together,  you  could* 

But  as  of  July  1  that  kind  of  Federal  philanthrophy  passed  into  limbo. 
The  government  has  now  organized  the  Vfar  Damage  Corporation  and  Congress, 
with  magnificent  gusto,  has  appropriated  one  billion  dollars  (that's  a  "b") 
for  its  use.  The  corporation,  as  you  should  have  read  in  the   papers  by  noi7, 
v;ill  issue  policies  insuring  "real  and  personal  property  from  acttial  physical 
damage  caused  by  enemy  attack  or  caused  by  our  crrni   forces  in  r^^sisting  an 
attack*" 

The  insurance  may  be  purchased  tlirough  any  authorized  insurance  broker, 
or  any  agont  of  an  insurance  carrier  which  has  been  appointed  by  the  V.'cxr 
Damage  Corporation  as  its  fiduciary  agent.  And  an  aivful  lot  of  them  have, 
I'lTaich  brings  us  to  the  point* 
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First  of  all,  naybc  you:  better  insure  your  .station  property  itself  just 
ill  case  a  fleeing  Axis  raider  clips   do-vm  your  antenna  tovrcr.     Then,   have  a 
talk  v;-ith  sono  of  the   local  insurance  people   and  seo  if  they  don»t  v/ant  to 
buy  air-time  to  promote  this   nov/  and  important  typo   of  war  coverage.     They're 
buying  space   in  newspapers •••• 

Besides,    it*s  to  the  resounding  benefit  of  your  community  and  its   con- 
tinued v.rclfarc  that  any  damage  resulting  from  v;ar  should  be  repaired  f\\lly 
and  quickly*     And  radio's   got  v/hat   it  takes  to  sell  the  public  on  the  horse- 
sons  o  of  protecting  its   ovm  property • 

yjE»RE  ALL  FOR   IT  ** 

Several  stations   have   just   cone  to   the  BVC,    thouc;htfully  scratchir.g  their 
heads   over  a  noviT  and  obviously  unique   stunt  called  "Records  for  Our  Fighting 
Men,    Inc."     This   organization  has  requested  spot  cumounccncnts  to  promote 'a 
cam.paign  vrhich,  v;ith  the  aid  of  tlio  American  Legion,   the   Legion  Auxiliary, 
Girl  Scouts  and  similar  volunteer  v/orkors,    is   collecting  unwanted  and  tired 
old  phonograph  records  from  the   public  by  moans   of  a  ring-tho-doorbcll 
technique.     The   drive    is   schedxilod  from  July  17  to  August  2,    and  hopes  to 
round  up  37,500,000  old  records, 

TI^ic  discarded  disks,   of  course,    aren't  sent  forthwith  to  our  fighting 
mon.     Instead  they  go  back  to  the  manufacturer  for  reclamation  of  certain 
scarco  materials  they  happen  to  contain,    (don't  ask  us  vrhat  -  shellac,  v;o 
suppose).     The  money  those  battered  platters  earn  as   scrap  is  then  applied 
to  the  [Purchase,   at  factory  cost,   of  now  records  which  are  being  released  by 
the   same  manufacturers. 

"Records  for  Our  Fighting  Mon"   is   strictly  non-profit.  Among  its  found- 
ing fathers  you'll  find  Kay  Kyscr,    Kate   S^-dth,    Fritz  Reiner,  Sigrxmd  Spaeth 
and  Gene  Autry  -  all  patriots  beyond  reproach.     The  BVC   does  not  hesitate   to 
rocoriD.ond  that  broadcasters   give  this  drive  a  b.olping  ha:id« 

The   organization  is    officially  recognized  by  the  President's   Corr.iittoe   on 
War  Relief  Agencies.     The   novf  records,    selected  by  a  jury  of   "outs  banding 
popular  and  concert  artists",    are  sent   out  on  the   four  v/inds   to  America's 
armed  forces   in  every  part  of  the  world.     ■■.Yc  can  ri-ntiginc,    soLichov:,   that  there 
must  be   a  certain  miqualified  thrill  to  hearing  a  Brahms   concerto  beside 
sono  Australian  v;ator  hole   or  listening  to  the   "Jersey  Bounce"   by  the  shores 
of  the   Persian  Gulf.     Particularly  when  you  laiovj-  that  a  lot   of  folks  back 
home  went  to  a  lot  of  trouble,    just  to  be  sure  you  could  have  a  little  r.iusical 
relaxation  now  and  then.     Might  oven  put  a  lump  in  your  throat  -  if  you 
thought  nobody  vxas   looking* 

Yffi'RE  HOT  SBLLIITG  BREAIvFAST  FOOD   ** 

There's  one   flaw,    as  i;e   see   it,    in  the  vray  radio  gets   behind  the  essential 
issues  vrhich  make  up  the  pattern  of  our  \ro.r  effort.     America  is   -  tlirough 
ho.bit  -  too   quota-conscious.      iiJvorything  gets    interpreted   in  terns    of 
"campaigns".     If  \rc  pull  in  four  million  boxtops,  we're  satisfied  to  knock  off 
and  try  something  else,     Tvronty-six  vrceks,   and  the   campaign's   over. 

It's  understandable,    of  course.     That's   the   teclmiquo  radio  has   always 
used  to  sell  about  everything.     It's  the  basic  technique   of  all  iViierican  sales- 
manship.    '.Ve  launch  drives  that  run  so-many  vrceks   and  abruptly  end.     Vfc'rc 
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uscd  to  v.nking  charts  that  shov;-  the   comparative  progress   of   our  efforts. 
■['■Jhcncvcr  vrc  top  our  previous   records,  v/c   sit   dovm  snugly   in  a  havrcr  of   laurel 
leaves   and  tern  the   drivo   a  "success". 

Up  to  novj-,    everything  that  entailed  our  super-charged  efforts  had  a 
starting  point  and  a  predetornined  concliision.     Everything,   you  understand, 
until   this  war  cane  along* 

.    T3rivcs   arc  valuable  to   achieve   specific   ends.      If  xrc   plugged  everything 
sinultanoously,   there  wouldn't  be  enough  roon  on  the   air  for  regular  prograris. 
Also,    there 'd  bo   the   doggonodest   case   of  haggard   listener  fatigue  you  over   saviT. 

But  -  there   are  certain  important  issues  wc  can't  treat  on  a  quota  basis 
and  put  Y/ithin  pre-sot  tine  brackets.     Radio  nust  keep  hannoring  at  salvage, 
consorvation,  rationing,   price  control,   the   concept  of  the  United  llations, 
the  inportancc  of  the   post-rrar  world,   the   purchase  of  VJar  Bonds   and  Stanps.... 
These  are  the  things  that  vdll  bring  us   on  to  victory.     You  can't  plug  thou 
at  vdll,  v.-honevcr  you  fool  liko   it.     Radio  has  to  be  behind  then  -  stay 
behind  then  vritli out  halt  or  hesitation  -  until  this  biggest   "campaign"   in  the 
v;orld's  tortured  history  reaches    its    goal. 

And  the   goal,    of  course,    is   pcace.....a  peace  vrheroin  little   people  riay 
live  without  fear,   nations  nay  have  their  borders  without  gates   or  guns,    and 
the  natural  inbcllect  of  nan  can  be  used  to  construct   thoughts   ajid  things 
that  build  upon  -  rather  than  destroy  -  the  -works   of  other  ncn. 

Tliat's   the   kind  of  "quota"   all  I\j.\criccai  broadcasters  \;ant   to  see   their 
efforts   liclp  attain.      To  reach  it,  v;o   need  a  full   head  vf  stean  and  the 
living  realization  that  wo  can't  clain  vrc^re    "going  over  the   top"  until  we 
Icnov/  v:herc  the  top  is  • 

Tlic   hare,    you'll  recall,   dropped  out  of  the   race  for   a  slight   snooze  be- 
cause  he   thought  he  v;as  doing  so  vrcll.     Radio,  v;hen  dealing  -with  the  fuiida- 
nental  issues   of  this   nation's  war,   has   no  cause  to   slacken  for   a  single   day 
its   efforts    on  behalf  of   any  one   of  then. 

SFEAKIHG  OF  EGYPT  »» 

The  /ixis   propaganda-s lingers   have  been  having  a  dandy  tine  these    days 
over  Egypt's   atte-npt  to   look  like   a  casual  bystander   in  this   tcctori-totter 
battle  that's  been  tearing  up  the  turf   in  Libya,      Offliand,    it   scons    like   a 
neat  chance  to  oxcroisc  the   old  divide-and-conquor  play  -  and  the  brass    lungs 
of  Berlin  have   loudly  naintainod  that  Egypt's   failure  to   declare  v/ar  is   proof 
of  a  desire   to  be   freed  of  "the   British  rule". 

Your  ne-v:s    conj:-icntators  night    care   to  nake   use   of  these    littlc-laiovm  facts 
vrhich  the  Radio  Division  of  the   Office    of  'far   Infernatira  has    suggostod  that 
v;o  pass   along  to  you:- 

(l)     Egypt  has    its    ovm  king,    its   ovm  parlianent,    and  is  no-hovf  subject 
to  Great  Britain;      (2)     Egypt's  request  for  adv.dssion  to  the   late   League   of 
Nations   -  as    a  separate   nation,  nind  you   -  v/as  sponsored  by  the   British j 
(3)     By  treaty  agrccnent.    Great  Britain  is   allowed  to  provide  nilitary  defense 
of  the   Suez   Canal   -  until   such  tine   as  the  Egyptian  arny  is   equipped  to   do 
so    (and   it's   in  no   shape   yet  to   get  into  any  gane   of  rdlitary  narblos); 
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(4)     By  a  sinilar  treaty  agrccrAcrit,   Britain  is   allovred  to  "use  Egyptian  por*bc 
and  territory  in  tho    event   of  war,    innincnt  or  actual,   vdtliin  the  Sg;/ptian 
sphere   of  iPxtercstj  and   (5)  Sg^z-pt  has  broken  off  diploinatic  relations  v/ith 
the  A:<is  anjnray* 

AI.'DNG  OUR  UNFIlTISIffiD  BUSIIIESS   *   * 

If   you're   given  to   glov.dng  \7ith  pride,  vto  tliinic  you  have   reason  to  do   so 
on  tlic  basis  of  conparative  results   in  the  I]avy*s   quest  for  sea-going 
binoculars,     ".To  say  "conparative"  because   it  appears  tho.t  •■ost  of  the   glasses 
thus  far  donated  by  patriotic  citizens   have  been  in  diroct  response  to  appeals 
aired  over  tho  radio. 

Last  February  10  the  Navy  found  the  binocular  shortage   gro-./ing  acute 
and  hence  decided  on  the   sane  course   it  follov/od  in  l.'orld  '.''ar  I.     Requests 
ViTorc  inade  through  ncv.'spapcrs,    jcvrclcrs   and  optical  goods   stores,   and  by 
general  vrord  of  nouth*     The   results,    frarJcly,    could  just  about  be  crar.ncd 
into  a  natch  box* 

Enter  radio.     About   the  first  of  May,    stations  v/ero   first  approached  on 
the   need  for  spot  an:-iounccnents  plugging  tho   drive.     The  binoculars  began  to 
cone   in  -  not  exactly  iv:  torrents,   but  certainly  at  a  noticeably  inprovcd 
rate.      The   last  tally  shor/cd  that  sone   2,064  pairs   have  been  received. 

That  firure  hardly  pins  anyone's   oars  bacl:  v/ith  surprise,   particularly 
since   51,217  pairs  vrcrc  volunteered  during  tlie  last  Big  Scrap,.    But  it's 
sure  better  than  ai:y  other  ucdiun  has   been  able  to   do.     For  this   reason 
alone,    say  vxo,   you  v.iay  cnit  a  v;an  glov/  of  pride.     But  don't  glo-.;  too  long, 
because   radio   still  has  to  find  a  lot  nore   of  those    glasses   for  the   ITavy« 
The  officers    of  our  nor;  navy  ships   and  our  shiny  production-built  v.ierchant 
narino   all  need  binoculars, 

Th.o  nost  concerted  push  should  be  "Ojadc    on  sports  broo.clcasts   -  ball   gancs, 
horse   and  yacht  races    -  vrhore  you  can  roach  the  type  of   listeners  nost   likely 
to  ovn.  these   instruno:its, 

(For  specific  ainounccnent  details,    see  BVC  Uoits letter  vie) 

THE   TO'..a'I  THAT  DIDN'T  DIE   ** 

Lidice,    of  course,    is  no   longer  nev/s,      Tlie  llazis   thought  they  v^iped  this 
little   Czech  tovni  fro:;-',  the  face   of  the   earth  ab  ait   a  month  ago  when  they 
slaughtered  all   its  ncn,    interned  all   its  wonen,    spirited  off  its   children 
and   leveled  its   houses  vrith  fire. 

Unfortunately  for  then  -  as   is    increasingly  the   case   -  tho  llazis  vrorc 
ivrong,      Lidice    is   another  iijds    contribution  to   infany,    aiod  a  notable   addition 
to  an  already  profligate   collection,      Lidice,   in  the  history  books   yet  to  be 
\7ritton,   v/ill   overshadow  all   our  hitherto  classic   exanples    of  nan's   inhujrianity 
to  nan, 

YIc  think  -  for   your   records    and  future   prograns    indicting  the   achiovevients 
of  tho  Nazi   systcn.  -  you  I'uiy  be   interested  to  ho.vc   the   conplote   story  of 
Lidice    (pronounced  Loed-cat-say),   CGVipiled  by  the   Office    of  :.'ar   Infor.iation 
zc-A  issued  on  June  23  as   soon  as  full  facts  v/oro  available.     Included  is  con- 
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sidcrable  natcrial  on  the  v/idosprcad  Nazi   canpaign  of  shooting  hosta;^os» 
It's   nov/crful  natcrial,  vrith  facts   that  underline   in  rod  the  "brutal  nct!\ods 
of  those  people  v/c  arc  fighting* 

7/rito  to  the   BVC,    if  you  feel  the   data  vfill  bo  helpful,   and  vrc'll   :;ct   a 
copy  for  you  frov.i  the   OWI« 
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